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Bruno Delaye, Christian Quesnot            April 29, 1994

Interview with François Carle.

Situation in Rwanda.

Bruno Delaye:

''We have not yet received many images, but the television crews are going to Rwanda now, and 
the images that are going to arrive over the weekend will spoil Sunday evening: it is not a pretty 
sight.

The international community does nothing. The United Nations proposes an arms embargo! But 
that will not prevent the Rwandan army from having machetes, or the RPF from having heavy 
arms.

The countries in the region are trying to impose a cease-fire, each one with its own ulterior 
motives. 

The main difficulty is the French apathy. I had a devil of a time to convince Matignon to 
send humanitarian aid. They must realize, as well, that the Rwandans will call for rescue in 
front of the television cameras. These are French speakers; they will not say, ''Help!'' but ''au 
secours,'' and public opinion will hear them. When one calls for help in English, in Somali, or in 
Ethiopian, no one gives a damn, but in French it will have a certain effect...Matignon eventually 
sent 48 tons of aid, but without accompaniment. The NGOs will have to distribute it. That is to 
say, nothing has been done.

The French silence is deafening.

The Tutsi organization is excellent; it knew how to raise awareness in favor of the Tutsis, and 
to have the others considered a band of pampered assassins, equipped by France. This idea is 
dominant everywhere.

The diplomatic colleagues say: we must wait for the UN General Secretary's report, wait for 
the results of the UN mission...but nothing will come from the UN! The decision to establish an 
embargo is perfectly hypocritical. We could perhaps have a cease-fire, and the dismemberment 
of the Rwandan state; the Hutus will crowd into the south—the country is very, very highly 
populated—and they will live off of international assistance.

In Burundi, each day that passes without crisis is a miracle. Zaire is already fragile: the army has 
not been paid, and it pillages for compensation. We are going to see a complete breaking-up. The 
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Belgians are totally pathetic—and in fact, the Flemings and Walloons there are like Hutus and 
Tutsis. They are incapable of having an African policy. And we are told that we must act with 
Belgium, with the international community...this means nothing for Rwanda.

I hope that there will be propositions at the Restricted Council on Wednesday. They are needed, 
for humanitarian reasons, and to stabilize Burundi. And we must treat Zaire differently. I will 
horrify with my proposal, but we need Mobutu: we must bring him out of his relative isolation.

The real problem is this kind of general sluggishness.

Christian Quesnot:

I know Rwanda. What is going on is abominable. People have told me: these are blacks, not 
whites; they can die! In Burundi this will not stand, neither in Zaire, and this will win over 
Tanzania. We are also guilty, because the Arusha Accords, to which we actively contributed, and 
too imbalanced. We pushed the Hutus to sign, especially the Arusha Accord 4, which gave the 
RPF an outrageous advantage in the formation of the future Rwandan army. We pressured the 
Hutus to agree to intolerable conditions.

The RPF is the most fascist party I have encountered in Africa. They are like the ''black khmers.'' 
Belgium is their accomplice. We said that the Hutus attacked Habyarimana's airplane. But that 
is wrong. It was mercenaries, recruited by the RPF or from it, who attacked the airplane. And 
so, the Presidential Guard, whose head had been killed along with the president and which is 
not composed of choirboys, began to massacre: their President had been killed. That is exactly 
what the RPF wanted, because President Habyarimana was the only real obstacle to their taking 
power.

Behind all this, there is also Museweni (the Ugandan president), who wants to create a Tutsiland 
with the objective complicity of the Anglo-Saxons, who believe that Museweni is going to 
become the regional leader and ensure stability in the Great Lakes region. They are wrong, 
because an ethnic majority of 90% will not accept domination of a Tutsi ethnic minority (10%).

As long as we had about a company of parachutists on the ground to train the Rwandan soldiers, 
there were no massacres. Our military presence prevented the RPF from seizing power by force 
and allowed the two parties to come to the negotiation table and sign the Arusha Accords. Our 
military presence would have stopped the massacres. In Kigali, 2,500 UN soldiers have been 
incapable of stopping anything at all. The introduction of multilateralism to Africa is criminal. 
We should all be ashamed.''
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Dominique Pin        Notes taken by  
          Françoise Carle 
          On 
          May 5, 1994 

The situation in Rwanda: 

Rwanda was a small country where one lived fairly well, which was governed well. Since 1973, the 
president has been Habyarimana, a Hutu from the north, and his regime was “strong,” but had nothing to 
do with corruption. 

The Rwanda has been confronted by a double problem: 
1.    the emergence of an interior opposition developed by the Hutus of the south necessitates democratic 
opening; 

2.    Above all: the Tutsi refugees who went to Uganda in 1959, when the Belgians, supporting the Hutu 
majority, tried to instigate a Hutu takeover, have come back in force. In 1959, the Tutsis became 
refugees in Uganda (where they were turned into soldiers and mercenaries, says Bruno Delaye). They 
have tried to come back since the seventies, but the Rwanda is a very densely populated country. 
Therefore, they had no choice but to get involved with Museweni, and to help him take power. 

Then, there was a reaction in Uganda against the fact that the Rwandans had an important position in the 
army and the high administration. Museweni returned the favor they had done him in 1990, when the 
RPF entered Rwanda by force. They arrived armed, have continued their relationship with Uganda, and 
have engaged in war against the unorganized Rwandan army. 

We have helped the Rwandan army under the guise of sending troops to protect French nationals. 

The RPF is within 5 kilometers of Kigali, pushing a million refugees before it. But it fears the French. 
Therefore, we have succeeded in slowing the situation down, not to save Habyarimana—who was 
nothing like a ferocious dictator, he was a pretty nice, simple guy—but to allow him to begin opening up 
his regime. 

We said: there is no military solution, you must negotiate. We cannot accept that the opposition, armed 
by a neighboring country, has come back to take power by force: otherwise, we are screwing all of 
Africa over! 

Museweni, for his part, has gotten rid of his English-speaking refugees. 

There were negotiations in Arusha, in Tanzania, to build a democratic transition. Some Hutu 
representatives among the opposition to Habyarimana caused confusion there: they had thought to hide 
among the RPF, but, being in the majority, they realized they could get rid of the RPF when the 
elections came around. The Hutu opposition, from the south, thought that Habyarimana was 
destabilized, and wanted to contrast themselves with the northern Hutus. The power seemed to be up for 
grabs, and they wanted, ultimately, to take it. What they forgot was that the RPF was 20,000 armed men, 
who wanted a rump government, but nothing more. 
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The Arusha Accords were signed, the transitional government was put in place. Each party had a quota 
of ministers and deputies in the government and in Parliament, and Habyarimana was recognized as 
president. There were also, as planned in the Arusha Accords, quotas in the army, which were 
unacceptable but nevertheless accepted: 40% of the military posts would go to the RPF. 

Furthermore the RPF insisted, for its own protection, that it would participate in the transition only if it 
could keep a battalion of 600 men for its security and on the condition that the French forces left. 

We have tried to convince the United Nations that the crisis came from the outside, not the inside, and 
that two forces must be deployed, one in the interior of the country, and one along the Ugandan border. 
We have obtained a deployment of observers on the border, and 2500 men from UNAMIR, including 
many Belgians. This required more than a year: the United States was opposed for financial reasons, the 
Russians didn’t want it, Great Britain was not supportive…but at last, we were able to pass it. 

During this time, the political blockage became accentuated, and the President’s power was contested. In 
Arusha, the RPF had refused to talk about problems of justice and amnesty. Impeachment proceedings 
for the president were put in place; these could be countered if Habyarimana had a blocking minority, 
both in Parliament and in the government. 

We said: democracy must exist, you have your place in the country. They refused. In the process for 
designating representatives from each party, each worked for their own aims. The RPF said, 
Habyarimana is blocking everything. Habyarimana responded, No, but I don’t want the RPF to have 
everything. 

In the final negotiation period, Habyarimana seemed to have won: the RPF had too many requirements. 
He had obtained an agreement in February which gave him a blocking minority. But the RPF refused, 
and there was a new blockage. There was a meeting in Tanzania to try to remove the blockage. It was on 
the return from this meeting that the attack occurred. 

The president’s entourage accused the Belgians. We don’t know what happened for sure, but this 
declaration set off what we feared it would. 

I immediately said: there will be massacres of Hutu moderates. The opposition was part of the 
government, the Prime Minister was from the moderate opposition, sympathetic enough to the RPF and 
trying to negotiate with them. The northern Hutus, supporters of the assassinated President, killed the 
moderate Hutus and then turned against the Tutsis. 

Within the RPF, everything was ready. An offensive was launched to bridge the gap between the 600 
men in the capital and the forces outside it. 

So, there were terrible massacres. We cannot even say that it was bestial: animals don’t do things like 
this. We saw an unprecedented exodus towards the neighboring countries. The eastern part of the 
country is more or less controlled by the RPF. There are between 300,000 and 600,000 people who have 
fled the RPF. 
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We were ready to intervene quickly to rescue our nationals and saved many others as well. This was 
planned in two steps: first, to send soldiers to establish a security platform at the airport, then, maybe to 
try to calm things down. 

We negotiated this with the Rwandan army and it went well. But the Belgians started their evacuation 
right away, and the United States evacuated their nationals by road. We were there, we could have done 
something; Roussin, Minister of Cooperation, said: we are only here for the French. That is to say: we’re 
taking our nationals and clearing out. 

The Belgians had left for Rwanda with several airplanes, but the Rwandans did not want to let them 
land, thinking them accomplices in the death of the president. The Belgian contingent was nothing in 
that affaire, they let the Presidential Guard disarm and massacre them. 

So, we evacuate; then the UN decides that there must be a total withdrawal of UN forces, leaving 
nothing but a symbolic remainder: they go from 2500 to 270 men. 

That’s where we are now. The whole world is watching the massacre, with fine words. The United 
States, pressured by CNN, decide to say: the Africans must be helped to finance their own force. 

Now, this won’t work any better than it did in Liberia. But, in this way, the United States can stall their 
action and toe the line: not one GI will be sent, we will do humanitarian aid and we decide on an arms 
embargo. But the weapons being used are machetes, and the Ugandans cannot be controlled. The RPF 
will not be able to govern except by a military dictatorship with Hutu collaboration. That will not last, 
there will be a long guerrilla war. The United States is pacifying their opinion because of internal 
political reasons. 

The French government has been culpably apathetic. The speeches were: we retreat back home. And so, 
we give the impression of letting go of our friends. If the French and the Belgians had stayed in Rwanda 
one month longer, there would not have been any massacres. 

We pass our time by pushing the government around and trying to get humanitarian aid. We have 
succeeded in sending our ambassador to Kigali (he had returned to France) for an informational mission. 

We must deal with Museweni and Mobutu at the same time. We could get involved with negotiations, 
but we pass our time hiding behind multilateralism, multinational action. A United Nations Security 
Council resolution will not stop the machetes. 

We were only able to evacuate from Kigali quickly because François Mitterand asked Joxe to be ready 
for such a step. We are obliged to consider the government’s position, we are in a cohabitation situation. 
I am personally convinced that if there had been no cohabitation, we would have acted otherwise and 
avoided the massacres. 
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PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC  May 24, 1994

The General
President’s Chief of Staff

-   N  O  T  E   -
-------------

to the attention of the President of the Republic

0o0

S U B J E C T: Correspondence of Dr. Théodore SINDIKUBWABO, Interim President of 
RWANDA.

After the Rwandan President’s telephone call on May 22, which I told you about this 
morning at11:30, the Rwandan defense attaché in Paris faxed over the attached letter, which I am 
bringing to your attention.

On the ground the balance of power, including in Kigali, is more and more in the favor 
of the RPF, which has UGANDA’s material, military, and diplomatic aid and the implicit 
complicity of all the other powers.

The regional summit is not going to take place and there will not be any real cease-fire 
before the RPF takes complete control. This minority, whose goals and organization are not 
without comparison to the Khmer Rouge, seizing power is a guarantee of regional instability, and 
the consequences have not yet been anticipated by those, including France, who are complicit 
and complacent. 

The government, following Mr. Douste Blasy’s mission, wants to make our humanitarian 
contribution in Burundi and Tanzania more visible. Mr. Juppé, without undue delusion, says he 
is ready to make a new diplomatic approach to Mr. Museveni, to have him put pressure on the 
RPF to respect a cease-fire. The arrival of 5,500 men from the UN to reinforce UNAMIR is still 
problematic, taking into account the lack of enthusiasm from the African states and the American 
inertia.

General QUESNOT
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